
DALRYMPLE BAY COAL TERMINAL PTY LTD 
MINUTES OF MEETING:  DBCT Community Working Group 

 

PRESENT:  Karen May, Cath Hutton, Andrew Garratt, Bruce Wegner, Greg Smith (via 
telephone), Andrew Mecoles, Matt Doyle, Ron Faulkner, Wendy Cameron, 
Tom Andrews, Fiona Sperou 

APOLOGIES:  Kim Gebers, Gavin Springorum, Peter Wotherspoon 

MEETING DATE: 29 April 2010, 6pm, NQBP Building 

NEXT MEETING: 24 June 2010, 6pm, NQBP Building  

DISTRIBUTION:  Betty Hobbs, Bruce Wegner, Tom Andrews, Ian Tynan, Ron Faulkner, Mark 
Bourdaniotis, Cath Hutton, Marc Turner, Kim Gebers, Gavin Springorum, 
Greg Smith, Peter Wotherspoon, Karen May, Matt Doyle, Wendy Cameron, 
Cassie Harris, Andrew Garratt, Fiona Sperou 

 
SIGNED:      

 

ITEM NO. SUBJECT ACTION/INFORMATION  BY WHOM BY WHEN 

1. Apologies Kim Gebers, Gavin Springorum, Peter Wotherspoon   

2. Correspondence • Ron Faulkner tabled a letter he received from Ergon Energy regarding a dust 
problem (not coal dust) relating to the construction of the Louisa Creek substation. 

• Ron Faulkner tabled a letter he received from North Queensland Bulk Ports 
Corporation regarding the bund wall around the DBCT Rail Loop. 

  

3. Minutes Accepted.   

4. Dalrymple Bay Coal 
Terminal (DBCT) 
Management 

Greg Smith, Dalrymple Bay Coal Terminal (DBCT) Management: 
• Greg Smith updated the CWG regarding Dalrymple Bay Coal Terminal (DBCT) 

Management’s lodgement of an Expression of Interest with North Queensland Bulk 
Ports Corporation (NQBP) regarding investigating development of an industrial 
complex at Dudgeon Point. Greg reported that NQBP had delayed its 
announcement of Preferred Proponents for up to four weeks.  If the Preferred 
Proponents are announced prior to the next CWG meeting, Greg will contact 
members with an update and next steps. Once announced, feasibility studies 
(funded by the preferred proponents) would commence.  

• Andrew Mecoles updated the meeting regarding proposed DBCT Management 
contributions as part of the 7X close-out.  This included funds for: 

- Local schools: environmental awareness programs 
- The Sarina Landcare Nursery: to help it become more economically viable 
- Revegetation work on the contractor’s car park bund 

Details will be finalised in the coming weeks.  Bruce Wegner cautioned against the 
‘slashers’ ruining any of the good work undertaken as part of these projects and 
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ITEM NO. SUBJECT ACTION/INFORMATION  BY WHOM BY WHEN 

this will be taken into consideration during the planning phase.   
Betty Hobbs suggested the beautification of the Information Bay be incorporated as 
part of the above projects and Cath Hutton agreed to liaise with Saskia Von 
Farland regarding how this could work.  Andrew Mecoles also agreed with this. 

 

Cath Hutton 

 

Next meeting 

5. Environment report Andrew Garratt, Public Relations Advisor, Dalrymple Bay Coal Terminal Pty Ltd: 
• A dust complaint was received regarding Hay Point Road.  The property was 

visited and the dust was found to be coming from QR wagons prior to entering 
DBCT Rail Receival.  QR will follow-up the complaint. 

• A complaint was received from Betty Hobbs regarding an unusual yellow powder 
throughout her home.  Samples were taken and it is being tested.  The source is 
still unknown.  Some CWG members suggested it could be a pollen-type dust. 

• Additional mobile monitoring stations were removed prior to the cyclone.  Currently 
awaiting a full report from the stations and this will be tabled at the next meeting. 
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6. QR Coal Loss 
Management Project 

A QR representative was not present at the meeting, so no updates on the QR Coal 
Loss Management Project were given. 
 
Further information on the QR Coal Loss Management Project can be found at: 
www.networkaccess.qr.com.au/customer/Coal_Loss_Management_Project 
 

  

7. Funding applications • No funding applications were tabled.   

8. General business • Ron Faulkner tabled a letter he received from NQBP regarding the bund wall 
around the DBCT Rail Loop. The letter was in response to Ron’s enquiry regarding 
potentially contaminated water coming from the constructed bund around the 
DBCT Rail Loop. The letter stated that the bund did contain coal, but that coal was 
a natural element and does not necessarily make the material “contaminated”.  
Ron stated he would also liaise with DERM to have the material tested. 

• At the 16 July 2009 CWG meeting, Betty Hobbs advised that the Louisa Creek 
area had been silting heavily. Betty Hobbs contacted NQBP who asked GHD to 
undertake a desktop study into this. Betty tabled the report findings at the meeting.  
According to the report, monitoring results to date indicated compliance with 
Environmental Authority license conditions and Ambient Air Quality standards. A 
copy of the full report is attached to these minutes. 

• Betty Hobbs will continue to update the CWG regarding NQBP’s interest regarding 
future support for the mangrove boulevard.  Betty noted that this project needed an 
injection of enthusiasm. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ITEM NO. SUBJECT ACTION/INFORMATION  BY WHOM BY WHEN 

• Boat ramp: It was agreed that Karen May, Wendy Cameron, Andrew Mecoles and 
Tom Andrews would attend the Hay Point Coal Terminal Expansion Project 
information briefing on Tuesday 4 May to discuss plans for the boat ramp and 
confirm whether Hay Point’s expansion plans align with the suggested boat ramp 
improvements and whether certain structures will remain. Bruce Wegner 
suggested asphalt be used on the car park and recommended against a chip seal. 
Karen May will look into the plans discussed and confirm plans for lighting at the 
next meeting. 

• Ron Faulkner reported that the local community he is in contact with were unaware 
of the public meeting held by DBCT Management regarding potential further 
expansions.  Ron said they had not received the written notification.  Betty Hobbs 
stated she personally delivered all of the meeting notifications to letter boxes and 
was surprised to hear people did not receive them.  Andrew Mecoles will review 
the distribution list and some CWG members suggested clearly stating the words 
“Notice of Meeting” at the top of any written correspondence to the local 
community.  Ron Faulkner also suggested DBCT Management should place 
notifications in local newspapers. 
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9. Close of meeting • Meeting closed approximately 8.00pm. 
• Next meeting: Thursday 24 June 2010 at the NQBP Building (formerly PCQ 

Building), Horyu Maru Drive.  
 

  

 


